





Vol. VI. 


THE 





SS 


Numb. 41 


OBSERVATOR. | 


Reftexions on the Surrender of Lifle,.on Marfhal Boufllers retiring into the Citadel with the Garrifon, 
on the Taking of Leffingen by the French, and on the Campaign in Flanders and Germany. 








From Saturday, October 16. to MileBnesday, Odober 20. 1708. 














Obs. HA T News now, Roger ? 

Country-m. 1 bring you a whole Budget 
full, Mafter. The Town of Lifle beat a Parley on 
the 22d, and furrender'd on the 24th of this Month, 
according to the new Siile, 

Obf. Upon what Terms, Roger ¢ | 

Country-m. What do you ask me fuch Queftions 
for, Mafter ? The Gazette of Monday laft menti- 
ons no Terms, and you don’t expect I {hould know 
more than the News-monger of State does ? 

OY. Why fo crufty, Roger ? What do other Peo- 
ple fay ? 

Country-m. Other Papers fay the Town is to en- 
joy their former Priviledges, and not to be -plun- 
der'd; which difpleafes me, Mafter ; for I think the 
poor Soldiers, who have lain 1o long before it, 
have fufter’'d fo much Hunger, Cold, and Fatigue, 
had their Limbs batter’d, and {aw fo many of their 
Camerades knock’d o’th’ Head before them, ought 
to have had the Plunder of the Town, tor their En- 
couragement. ; 

Obj. That’s your Country way of arguing, Roger ; 
Clemency towards an Enemy, that offers to furren- 
der; when ‘tis in their Power to make you purchate 
the Conqueft of them at a dear Rate, 1s always 
commendyble. Had the Burgers fupported M. de 
Bouffers longer in his obftinate Detence, it might 
have coft us a great deal of more Blood; and had 
the Siege been protracted but a few Days longer, 
we can't tell what might have been the Conte- 
quence, confidering that the French have taken 
Liffingen, with our Men that were pofted there to 
keep open the Communication betwixt Offend and 
our Army. Belides, Roger, for whiat we yet know 
of the Particulais of the Surrender, there may 
be other Ways found out to make the Soldiets a 
Compenfation. 

Country-m. But it vexes me, Mafter, to hear Gen- 
tlemen jay, that the Freneh are fo vigilant and 
active, and to ask, Why might not we have had 
as many Men to rchieve Lahinger as the French 
had to attack it? That would perhaps have drawn 
on a Battle, in which we had no Reafon-to defpair 
of Viétory ; for we always beat ‘em whenever we 
meet ‘em, except they have vaft Odds, either in 
Number, or the Situation of the Ground. 

. Obj. Thofe Gentlemen don’t confider, Roger, what 
- the Gazette fays, viz. That Major General Cadogan 


was fent with a Body of Troops to join our Army 
gen, but was oblig’d to retire, becaule of 


at Le 
the Waters : So that there's no doing Jmpoflibilities. 
Country-m. \ argu’d fo with ’am, Mafter ; but 
then they turn again upon me with more {piteful 
Queftions, as, 1. Why might we not have con- 
veyd Mei and Provifions to reinforce Leffingen, 
upon our Floats and Pontons, as well as we tent 
them over the Inundation for our Army from O- 
fiend? 2 Could not the Dutch have furnith’d us 
with enough of flat-bottom’d Boats, mounted with 
Guns, and fill’d with arm’d Men from Zealand, &c. 
fince they knew that the Ifue of the Siege, and 
indeed the Subtiftance of our Armies, did in a great 
Meafure depend upon keeping open our Commu- 
nication with Ofend? aria gee 

Obf. You know, Roger, we have a Proverb, that 
one Fool may ask more Queftions, than ten wife Men 
can anfwer. Being, at a Diltance, and not knew- 





ing Circumftances, we ate no prope 
thofe Affairs. Rn eres 
Comntry-m. 1 have told ‘em all that again and 
again, Matter ; and have much ado to forbear 
making Ufe of my Oaken Towel, to beat them in- 
to Silence ; but then they choke me with other crofs 
Reflexions, and tell me all this has proceeded 
from fuflering the French to have an Opportunity 
of pofleffing themfelves of Ghent and Bruges; and 
when 1 anfwer, that was occafion’d by the ‘Trea- 
chery of the Inhabitants, they ask me how it came 
to pais, that we were not better inform’d of their 
Mag ge Did we not know, that the People of 
the Country were bigoited Papifts, and wrought 
up to an irreconcilable Hatred again{t us, by their 
Priefts? Should we not: have left fuch Garrifons 
there asmight have been able to have kept the Pof- 
feffion of the Gates, and other chief Pofts, and not 
have trulted them to the perfidious Burgers ? And 
ought not King Charles's Government at Sruffels, to 
have been fure of the Paithfu'nefs of the Magi- 
firates ? In fhort, Mafter, they tell me, that had 
duc Precautions becn taken, a very few Men, un- 


| der honeft Commanders, might have prevented the 


Lois of thofe Towns, or had the Magiftrates an 

chief Burgers, been faithful, tliey van more as 
fuficient of themielves to have prevented the En- 
trance of a ragged Regiment or two of French. 
Therefore they conclude, that thofe Towns were 
gaind by French Gold, and not by French Arms. 
And after abundance of fuch other ili-natur'd Re- 
Hexions, they renew their old Queftions, Why the 
Victory of Audenard was not purfud 7 Why we 
did not difllodge the French from thofe Towns while 
they were under a Coniternation ? How we could 
think our {elves abic to carry on the Siege of Lifle 
without. Interruption, when we left fuch a Body 
of French behind us in thofe two important Cities 
of which they might make Flaces x Arms, where 
their fcattcr'd Troops might ially,. recover at Lei- 
fure from their Coniternation, contrive Methods to 
invade the Dua:ch Teri ttories, as they did, hinder the 
coming up of our heavy Cannon from Sas van Ghent 
Jay the very richelt Part of Flanders under Contribu- 
tion, join the Duke of Berwick, as they alfo did, in- 
terrupt us in the Progrefs of the Siege, and at laft 
interrupt our Convoys, in fuch a manner, as had 
not the Seafon provd more favourable then, we 
had Reafon to expeét, might have made it mifcar- 


Obf. Well, keaers I hope all thofe Cavils will 


now be at an fince the Town is fu : 
sar that the ie julifics hes Condug. rae 
ntry-m. One. would have thought fo, Mafter, 
but {till they object, that M. Boufiers, bein cetined 
to the Cittadel with all his Gairifon, and what 
Provifon and Ammunition was in the Town, he 


may ftill hold cut along Time, and force us 

a Blocade oe the Winter, which will mabe 

the Town of little Ufe to us. Befides, they add 

that let the Succefs be what it will, that can never 

jattify the Risking. of our brave Generals and our 

Army to much as they have been by this Siege, 

ays Utstdecy that be. duggale for them i. to fubtitt 

try that f nravag'd th, i 

Comimunication sal Ojrend ond Dowjel, wy sot ) 

again open'd: And then they put thefe envious 
Queltions, 
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Whether dur Army being fo much weaken d by the 
Lofs and Fatigue they have fuftain’d in the Stege, 
and by the Number they muft leave behind to 
Gartifon the Town, and block ap the Citadel, 
may not find it difhailt and dangerous to get pond 
Winter arters >? And, Whether, every Thifig 
being confider’d, it had not been more cafy, as 
well as advantagious, for as to have diflodg’d the 
French out of two Towns in the Heart of ourown 
Country, as to have taken one Town of the Fron- 
tiers of theirs ; cfpecially fince there was a Proba- 
bility, that had the Victory of Audenard been pur- 
fur'd, we might not only have repoflefsd Ghent and 
Bruges, but have made their Troops, and perhaps 
their Princes, Prifoners of War ? And had we once 
defttoy’d the Duke of Burgundy’s Army, nothing, 
could have hinder’d us to have befieg’d Lifle, or to 
have enter’d France, and taken Winter Quarters 
there. 

Obf. Thofe People run too faft, Roger ; they don't 
confider, that the Duke of Berwi:k would have 

fleis'd himfelf of the French Lines, and have pre- 


vented both the Siece, and the Invafion of France, | 


as I told you before. Befides, by all Accounts, 
M. Bouffers bas not Provifion enough to hold out 
the Cittadel long, and then the French Fronticrs 
are open to our Incurfions during the Wanter. 
But whether it happen fo or not, the taking of Lifle, 
when the Princes of France were at the Head of 
fo great an Army to relieve it, isfuch a Mortifica- 
tion to the French King, and fo difhonourable to 
his Arms, that it will very much leffen his Efteem 
in the Eyes of all Exrove, and convince.them, that 


his Meaiures are not always well concerted ; ‘for 1t) 


has been obfcrv'd to be a general Maxim with thit: 
Court, not to fend their Princes to the Field, ex- 


tept they be pretty well affur'd of the Succeis be- i 


fore-hand. 
Country-m. Upon my Country Word, Matter, 
ou don’t now argue like your felf; I think chey 
had but too much Succefs. when they took Bruges 


and Gfent without Stroke of Sword, and when, if} 


we may believe the publick Papers, Audenard, An- 
twerp, and Brufels, narrowly ¢fcaped the fame 
Fate. Befides, had not Providence ra far depriv'd 
them of Conduét, as to throw themfelves into our 
Way at the Battel of Audenard, for any thing 

ean perceive, we might have loft two Towns, and 
taken never a one; and had they retir'd into their 
Lines, orencamp’d on theCaual of Sruges, as foonas 
they took thofe Towns, we might have feen the 
Campaign ata End without a Victory: And tho’ 
no Man has a greater Value for the undoubted 
Conduct of cur Generals, and the Valour of our 
Troops, than my feli, yet 1 cannot help thinking, 
tiiat we are not oblig’u to risk fo much for the 
Flanderkins, who fecm to be fo little in our In- 
rers(t, and for others, who, perhaps,-clog our Progrefs 
under Pretence of this or that prudential Confide- 
ration, Lut really from other Views. “Iwas com- 
plain’d of in King Williem’s Time, that he wascon- 
ftantly fitter'd by one Allie or another; and fince we 
can’t expect, that Generals of lefS Quality and In- 
tere(t, fhould be better ufed, ‘tis my poor Opini- 
on, that the Conduct of the Allies this Summer, 
boih in Gerany and Flanders, fhould be enquir'd 
into by our Reprefentatives, that if they have per- 
form’d their Part) they. may ‘be vindicated from 
thole popular Objections’; and if they‘h 





—: A a be ey Te y fhould. ‘The Duke 
Marlborough lias nd too m slory ‘to 
have his Reputation tarniff’d. by not bei 2 duty 
fupported, and ‘we are too nearly tn the 
Elector of Hannaver, to have baffi'd one Cain- 


paign afier another, and render’d uncarable of do- 


amd Provifions. ah 88S Te . 
Obj, We |‘ aiuft not’ di@ate-to’ our § 


ing any Thing, but to feulk behind Lines, or lie 
idle in Intrenchments, forrvesee of en, Money, 


eriors, 
to 


| ings pr 


be neceflary. Bat we muft refer what we ha? 
to fay upon taking Port Mahone, 8c. to our next. 





Advertifements. 
Mie Juft publifh’d, 

@ Poetical Reflexions, Moral, Comical, Satyriéal, &c. om 
the Waces and Follies of rhe Age. Containing, A Poem tothe 
K. of Sweecden, on lis lare Vittery over the Mulcovites. A 
Treat by the Planets. On a2 young Lady furpriz’d in her 
Smock. The Elopement. The Bard, a tue Story. The 
Kifs, aSong. An Epirapi on my Lady Pierpoinr, "On the 
ingenious Tranflation of Rapin of Gardens, by Mr, J. Gardi- 
ner, On three Ladies in a Coach, and the Author in ate- 
ther, in Hide-Park. The Rape of Eurepa, from the Greek 
of Mofchts. To my Lady E--- B---, in a Mafk. To cle 
Queen, on her going to-St, Paul’s. An Filegy on the Dearth: 
of Bartholomew-Fair. On a Gentleman and his Miltref 
failing to Gravefend ina Yacht: A ‘ opy Of Verfes mace 
by a Gentleman, extempore » his Births the Death of lis Pa- 
ther, (heimg a co.erous Mifer) and-his Marriage, lappening 
snone Day. "The Letter of Edward the IV. K. of § nel ind. 
tO Mrs. Jane Shore, imitited from Drayton. Alexander rhe 
“reat, fuppos'd mourning over his Friend Clytus, whent he 
bed flain in Pafion. Part 8. ‘To be continu’d occafionally 
tei! pero is, Sold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row 

ice Ed. ere may be hadthe 7 other Parts, até cd. each.. 

uA Juft publith’d, 
1 cA Mies of the prefent Divifons In Great Britain by ee 
Wot Ay le Bre 1may encourage a French Invafioa. 
ich pofalsto the Queen and arliament for healing rhofe 
“Teenage n Preer Wy prevent our Dangers fron Enemies ac 
ham grad — . | yr tga mamta d, that it is in the 
ree Ht ON ght. to be the Concern and Endeay our of our 

Qvernors, to fupprefs them , and that this may be done 
With the C nfent, ind tothe Satisfidtion, cf-:H boneft Eng- 
pi hen Oy eleiion eer By a true Britain. To begin Har- 

ft 3 Days roo foon, rather than 2 Days too late, or; Sen- 
Jeldginentay Prodipiesy sid Apparitions, in belidtod che Nore 
Jrdgments, Prodigies, end Apparitions, in behalfof the Non- 
Conformifts; in Oppofirion to the eftablifh’d Church: Wirth 








aie 
_tinely Remarks Both fold by B. Bragge in Pater-Nofter-Row. 
Kg put publifh'd, 
; e The Woocdens World diffeéted, in the Characters of, 1. A 
Sup of War, 2. A Sea-Caprain. 3. A Sea-Lieutenant. 4. A 
Se Chaplain. §. The Mafter of a Ship of War. 6. The Puy- 
ier. 7. The Surgeon, 8. The Gunner. 9. The Carpenter. yo. 
P lie rfwain. 11. A Sea-Cook. 12. A Midfhip-man. 13, 
He Ceotain’s Steward. 14. A Sajlor, &c. By a Lover of 
the Motnem®ticks. The fecond Edition, correéted and a- 
mencea bythe Anthor- Sold by B. Bragge in Rater-Nofter- 
Row. Price bound rs. 7 
ee ae Juft publifld, 

@ An Enguiry into the Caufes of the Prohibition of Com- 
merce wit!) France, during the prefent War: And whether 
upon a Recapitulation, they will appear.confiderable enough 
to carry it againft a free Importation, either immediately 
from thence, or from fome Neighbouring Country, which 
| being in Amity with us, and maintaining an open‘ Corre- 
| {pone ence thither, are capable of fupplying us. Wirh an 
| Account ofthe fran@ulent Methods ufually taken to cheather 
'Majefty of her Cuftoms. And BE ory for preventing the 

6) 


Sold by fame. B. Bragge in Pater Nofter Row. price 6d. 


€ Compleat Sets of the Obfervator, or fingle ones, ever 
fince 11 was begun b¥ Mr. Tutchin, to this Time, are to be. 
had of B.Pragge in Pater-Nofter-Row, and H. Meere at the 
Black-Pryar in Black-Fryars; where may be had Mr. Tutch- 
in’s Effigies, neatly engraven on Copper. 


+4+ At the Black Fryar in Black Fryarsy i 
Printed Wafte-Paper of all * ae yarsy is to be fold 


He moft excellent Spirit of Ground-Ivy, diftill’d to its per- 
7 T fection. It infallibly cools onbioomeis the Blood, a 
inighrily helps to‘keep #he Stomach in Order, It hath likewise 
‘amore than ordinary Effeét upon the Lungs, by prevent 
and weating off thort hofking Coughs, and preerving the I -ungs foanc 
and entire, In any Cafe where the B!ood wants rectifying, efpecially 
Confumpt.ons, it is hardly to be\imagin’d of what Benefit it is. Itis to 
be drank in Wine, Ale, or the Waters, whereby Gentlemen may carry it 
in their Pockets, and drink it at their Pleafure. To be fold with printed 
only at the Bible in Fetter-Lane, at 1s. a Bottle. Note, It 
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where the 
is alfo fold-the true 
of Scurvy-Grais. T 


of the Herb is never extraéted. At the fame Place 
of Elder, by the firft ._ And the Spirie 

Rottles are feal’d with theiame Coat of Arms. 

The Golden Unétion. . 


Ring a moft fov and infallible Remedy for the , 

_ gives immediate tate to the moft infufferable batons} Paine 
meliorating and affording inftant Reliefto the Part affided. Thole who 
ueit io the firft Fit of this Dieftmper, will hardly ever know a fecond, 
And where it hasgota Head, by long Continuance, ( if con 


| ply’d) it will prevent irs ever returning agair with any manner Vib 


jente. Ie likewife fupplies and carries off any hard or malignant Swe)- 


from grofs Humonrs, Sprains, renches, i 

moft wonderful Cure for ail manner of fore Breafto, tho? coven tateidy 
and-of Jong Continuance; and of all other Diftempers that afiG the 
po It has been known to make chofe walk young and upright, that 


ve been la for mary Years. . It is fold 
of I's 6d. te Bor tien ions how te weit. To bc bad only ap 


the Bible in Fetter-lane,: the dower end near 
€ Any Gentlemen, who have ‘an 

oe hg ier of this Pa . 

with,H. Meere, at the Black-Fryar in Black-Fryars, for th 

Obfervator, Pott pay'd. Where Advertifements are taken in.” 
a4 a , 
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LO-NDOW, Printedfor the Ufe of the Widow of the late Author, Joan Turcars, 
tes 2 ; 





ve any thing to commnnitate 
per, are defir’dito direét it to he lef 





will be found much more ufeful than what is generally “call’d Gill-Aley — 





